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A_COMM ENT ON SOME ADDITIONAL RESULTS OF THF 1959 POPULATION 

CENSUS IN THE USSR — 

The USSR recently announced more summary result*? of the. 
tion census conducted in January 1959. 1/ The new data whLh ? 
eiude a distribution of the total population by social class ani 

Distribution o f the Population by Social Class 

in January d 1959 ^as^istr ibute>rt S h ltS ' | h ? P?P ulation of 208.8 million 

slk. . w sr ■ 

over half to more S tSo-thiJdi h * V ? increased from a little 

nss ? £ €% ; 1 r-f° f 

Pf£t£ibutj^of the Population by Means of Subsistence 

. support i^show^i^Table*! 6 ^ccordin^t^the by SOUr<?e of iP come °r 
million persons were "gainfully occ^ifd" Hit ^ results > 99 • 1 
having an occupation as their LJ ttpled “t hat ls > were reported as 
9.9 million were exclusivelv en!!e f HT nS ° f suppoj;:t > and an additional 
ture — in farming personal nlots^f pe *J s ° na i . subsidiary agricul- 

livestock and poultry. The remaining' ^^ 00^11 v dlnS PriVat ® ly ~ OWned 
ent on the state or on other individuals. 11 0n P ersons were depend- 

issued h to q the t census-?akers ^ad^T 8 ’ a ? ? el1 aS the instructions 
report himself as unemployed PersonsTwIth ^ f ° r &n andividual to 
chief means of support but not work?™ « *+v occupation as their 
to specify where they last w?rklrt ki £ S th ? census dat e were asked 
Since the census ^conducted ? T' 6 ClaS \ ifled accordingly. 2/ 
at a seasonal low point thp „. llni yL m±d J anQa ^> when outdoor work was 
much higher than the number of persons ?~+ nf Vi ly occupied ^persons was 
the census reported 32 3 million m) -r tually at work. "For example, 
collective farms but aL” ^ ° n S ainful ly occupied individuals on 
only 18.0 million. 3/ Similar lv^the 6 ^ during the census month was 
fully occupied Workers anf Employees in mfd S Ta° Unted 63 million S ain ~ 
reported 56 million actuallv at work ^id-January , compared to a 

not a measure of unemployment bv the t-Ho-sh? 1958 • i/ Although 

which counts an individual ll 7 th ? rlgidly defined US standard— 
ing work 5/-theif differences show ?he is actively seek- 

winter among persons who usually work- 44 111 nT f / dleness in “id- 
farmers and 11 percent among other workers. among collect ive 

oiviiSn'LLrroT «* 

Bu bslil „ y agriculture, 
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Table 1 

POPULATION OF THE USSR BY MEANS OF SUBSISTENCE 
15 JANUARY 1959 


Means of Subsistence 

Million Persons 

Total population 

208.8 

Gainfully occupied 

99.1 

Armed forces 

3 . 6 

Workers and employees a/ 

62.9 

Collective farmers 

32.3 

Individual peasants and handi- 
craftsmen 

0.3 

Engaged in personal subsidiary 
agriculture 

9.9 

Dependent on stipends or pensions b/ 

14.1 

Dependent on other individuals 

85.4 

Dependent on other means, or status 
not reported 

0.3 

*• 1S9S St *“ f ™ 

fSy d o??uSea?- e ?™?;;;? nS r f? elvl ? s C ' onaloils deluded as Gain- 
veteran^ ii 1 raembers of families receiving 

pensions, except those who were also employed. 


Table 2 


CIVI i^ N ^L B 2 R F0RCE IN THE USSR > CENSUS RESULTS 
q /s/ D ? f/t ESTIMATES » 1959 (MILLION PERSONS) 




Census 

Results 


t>v/t 

*Qm~ * 
Estimates a/ 


Civilian labor force 

105.4 

104.2 

Agriculture 

48.3 

51.4 

Nonagriculture 

57.1 

52.8 


aT W 
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forces. The number in the armed forces given in the published cen 
fiLTSvL h" January 1959 < 3 ' 623 > 00 °) is identical with the 

^ jlnua^y 1960.^7 6V ^ ^ SiZS ° f the arm6d f ° rCeS aS of 

cot 

m . estimate of the civilian labor force combines esti- 

mates of the number of collective farmers who worked during the year 
with annual averages of employment on state farms and in nonagri — - 
cultural branches of the economy 8/ and therefore could not be ex- 
pected to agree with the census figure. Nevertheless, the totals 
are quite close; the substantial differences in the two figures for 

p^ nd nona S ricultural branches can be explained largely in 
terms of differences m concepts and definitions: 
cvt 

(1) ^hc ORR~ estimate of agricultural employment includes all 
employment at State and collective farms, and would therefore be~ 
higher than the census figure which includes only agricultural em- 
ployment at these farms. In 1959, an average of about million 
farm workers were employed in nonagr icultural activities at State 
and collective farms, 9/ 

OLft 

(2) ^Phe-ORR estimate of nonagricultural employment is an annual 

average and would necessarily be lower than the census figure, pri- 
marily because seasonal and part-time workers are treated the same 
as full-year workers in the census figure, but are included only as 
fractions in the annual average, y 

(3) The census figure for nonagricultural employment probably 
includes certain small groups, such as domestic servants and the 
military security forces, that were excluded from reported annual 
averages and therefore from the-43ftR- estimate . 

Educational Attainment of the Labor Force 

The census results were reported in a manner which shows im- 
?Qfo Slv ® gains in the educational level of the labor force since 
1939 The proportion of the labor force with at least an elemen- 
tary (.7 year; education increased from 12 percent in 1939 to 43 
percent in 1959. Among the intelligentsia, which included 20i mil- 
lion persons or one-fifth of the labor force in 1959, the propor- 
tion with at least an elementary education increased from 50 per- 
+ h 88 P ercent > an< 3 among the manual workers— the remainder of 

tne labor force—the proportion rose from 4 percent to 32 percent. 

' ffhen average (median) years of schooling are computed for the 
various groups, however, the results (Table 3) show more clearly 
how low is the educational attainment of the Soviet labor force and 
how very unequally the groups have shared in the educational pro- 
gress since 1939. Although the absolute difference between the 
educational attainment of the intelligentsia and manual workers is 
now greater than in 1939, the relative difference has remained the 
same--the intelligentsia had about twice as much schooling as 
manual workers both in 1939 and in 1959. The gap between the edu- 
cational attainment of State workers and collective farmers, how- 
ever, widened both absolutely and relatively since 1939. Although 
State workers had only 0.3 more years of schooling than collective 

97 ln 193 ? 5 they now have 1 - 2 more years; State workers now 
have 27 percent more schooling than collective farmers, compared to 
only 9 percent more in 1939. 
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Table 3 


AVER t^ 2L (MEDIAN) YEARS 0F EDUCATION OF THE 
USSR LABOR FORCE a/ 19.39 AND 1959 


Category 

Total labor force 

Intelligentsia 

Manual workers 

State workers 

Collective farmers 

j[7 including the armed 
diary agriculture . 


Years 


1939 

1959 

3.9 

6.1 

6.9 

9.8 

3.6 

5.0 

3 .8 

5.6 

3 .5 

4.4 


; excluding personal subsi- 


1939' D +hp i £n,Ho+ T a £ id f ducatlonal progress made by the USSR since 

i‘*° / p v- s srs 

years, us urban workers averaged 12 , Itf , 1 

farm workers averaged 8.6 years. 10/ y chooling, and US 
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